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1ST TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEE CLASS AT EASTERN REVS UP STRONGLY

A three-student class of truck driver trainees, the first at Eastern WV Cotymuni
and Technical College, scored a 100-percent pass rate on their state testekasaid
Anthony Wright, the program'’s lead instructor. Their success put them in the @ab of
18-wheeler training vehicle last Monday to start a two to three week Road-agd-Ran
training stint.

Moorefield’'s Acie Tilley and Andrew See, and Petersburg’'s Stuart Burton had
achieved an “above average mid-80’s class GPA” in the two-week, ten-hour daily
classroom instruction that precedes the hands-on big rig training, Wright nbésd. T
they each passed all of the required tests within their chosen endorsesaentthat
West Virginia requires of truck driver trainees before they get behind thel.whe

Wright called the 100-percent pass rate “a very strong showing” that rarks ver
competitively with other trucker classes around the state.

A second class of four trainees is set to start in Eastern’s classrdoen at t
beginning of February. “We like to maintain at most a one-to-four instruittdefst
ratio,” Wright said.

Eastern opened the new truck driving program this January in partnership with the
Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics (PIA). Depending on the training package|lixgec
provides between 160 and 200 hours of instruction, including two or three weeks of on-
the-road training. Anyone 18 years or older who holds a high school or GED diploma,
and has at least two years as a licensed driver, may apply.

“We have received numerous of inquiries about the truck driver-trainee program,”
noted Lacey Ball, Eastern’s Program Assistant for Workforce EducdtimnWorkforce
Education Department works with applicants to attain funding opportunities for their
training either through employers, the state, or other payment options, she said.

For more information about Eastern’s programs, financial aid opportunities, other
programs of study and learner support services, call toll free: 877-982-2322; or check the
College’s website: “www.eastern.wvnet.edu”.

Serving the residents of Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral, Pendleton and Tucker
counties, Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College is a doemgiee



and equal opportunity community and technical college bringing the resourcassatsl
of Education That Works to the families, communities and employers of the Potomac
Highlands.
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